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TTHHEE PPUUNNIISSHHMMEENNTT OOFF JJUUDDAAHH FFOORREETTOOLLDD
BIBLE TEXT : IIssaaiiaahh 55::11--3300

LESSON 349 Senior Course

MEMORY VERSE: ““TThheeyy sshhaallll ggoo iinnttoo tthhee hhoolleess ooff tthhee rroocckkss,, aanndd iinnttoo tthhee ccaavveess ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh,, ffoorr ffeeaarr

ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, aanndd ffoorr tthhee gglloorryy ooff hhiiss mmaajjeessttyy,, wwhheenn hhee aarriisseetthh ttoo sshhaakkee tteerrrriibbllyy tthhee eeaarrtthh”” ((IIssaaiiaahh

22::1199))..

BIBLE TEXT in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

Isaiah 5:1-30
1 Now will I sing to my
wellbeloved a song of my beloved
touching his vineyard. My
wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a
very fruitful hill:
2 And he fenced it, and gathered
out the stones thereof, and
planted it with the choicest vine,
and built a tower in the midst of it,
and also made a winepress
therein: and he looked that it
should bring forth grapes, and it
brought forth wild grapes.
3 And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and men of Judah,
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and
my vineyard.
4 What could have been done
more to my vineyard, that I have
not done in it? wherefore, when I
looked that it should bring forth
grapes, brought it forth wild
grapes?
5 And now go to; I will tell you
what I will do to my vineyard: I
will take away the hedge thereof,
and it shall be eaten up; and break
down the wall thereof, and it shall
be trodden down:
6 And I will lay it waste: it shall
not be pruned, nor digged; but
there shall come up briers and
thorns: I will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon
it.
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and
the men of Judah his pleasant
plant: and he looked for judgment,
but behold oppression; for
righteousness, but behold a cry.
8 Woe unto them that join house
to house, that lay field to field, till

II TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss VViinneeyyaarrdd
11.. TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss vviinneeyyaarrdd wwaass ppllaanntteedd oonn aa ffrruuiittffuull hhiillll aanndd nnoouurriisshheedd

wwiitthh lloovviinngg ccaarree,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::11,, 22;;
Psalm 80:8-9

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out
the heathen, and planted it.
9 Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take
deep root, and it filled the land.

Psalm 80:15
15 And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted,
and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.

22.. TThhee LLoorrdd wwaaiitteedd ffoorr ffrruuiitt,, bbuutt tthhee vviinneeyyaarrdd bbrroouugghhtt ffoorrtthh wwiilldd

ggrraappeess,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::33,, 44;;
JJeerreemmiiaahh 22::2211

2211 YYeett II hhaadd ppllaanntteedd tthheeee aa nnoobbllee vviinnee,, wwhhoollllyy aa rriigghhtt sseeeedd::
hhooww tthheenn aarrtt tthhoouu ttuurrnneedd iinnttoo tthhee ddeeggeenneerraattee ppllaanntt ooff aa
ssttrraannggee vviinnee uunnttoo mmee??

33.. TThhee LLoorrdd ddeeccrreeeedd tthhaatt tthhee vviinneeyyaarrdd sshhoouulldd bbee wwaasstteedd,, IIssaaiiaahh

55::55,, 66;;
PPssaallmm 8800::1122

1122 WWhhyy hhaasstt tthhoouu tthheenn bbrrookkeenn ddoowwnn hheerr hheeddggeess,, ssoo tthhaatt aallll
tthheeyy wwhhiicchh ppaassss bbyy tthhee wwaayy ddoo pplluucckk hheerr??

PPssaallmm 8800::1133
1133 TThhee bbooaarr oouutt ooff tthhee wwoooodd ddootthh wwaassttee iitt,, aanndd tthhee wwiilldd bbeeaasstt
ooff tthhee ffiieelldd ddootthh ddeevvoouurr iitt..

44.. TThhiiss vviinneeyyaarrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd wwaass tthhee hhoouussee ooff IIssrraaeell,, aanndd JJuuddaahh
wwaass tthhee pplleeaassaanntt ppllaanntt,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::77..

IIII DDeessoollaattiioonn ooff tthhee WWiicckkeedd
11.. WWooee aanndd ddeessttiittuuttiioonn wweerree pprroonnoouunncceedd aaggaaiinnsstt ccoovveettoouussnneessss,,

IIssaaiiaahh 55::88--1100;;
Exodus 20:17

17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is
thy neighbour's.

Habakkuk 2:9
9 Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his
house, that he may set his nest on high, that he may be
delivered from the power of evil!

Luke 12:15
15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesseth.

Colossians 3:5
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

22.. DDrruunnkkeennnneessss ccaammee uupp ffoorr aa rreecckkoonniinngg bbeeffoorree GGoodd,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::1111--

1133,, 2222,, 2233;;
Leviticus 10:9

9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons
with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the
congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever
throughout your generations:

Proverbs 20:1
1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever
is deceived thereby is not wise.
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there be no place, that they may
be placed alone in the midst of the
earth!
9 In mine ears said the LORD of
hosts, Of a truth many houses
shall be desolate, even great and
fair, without inhabitant.
10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall
yield one bath, and the seed of an
homer shall yield an ephah.
11 Woe unto them that rise up
early in the morning, that they
may follow strong drink; that
continue until night, till wine
inflame them!
12 And the harp, and the viol, the
tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in
their feasts: but they regard not
the work of the LORD, neither
consider the operation of his
hands.
13 Therefore my people are gone
into captivity, because they have
no knowledge: and their
honourable men are famished, and
their multitude dried up with thirst.
14 Therefore hell hath enlarged
herself, and opened her mouth
without measure: and their glory,
and their multitude, and their
pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall
descend into it.
15 And the mean man shall be
brought down, and the mighty
man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the lofty shall be humbled:
16 But the LORD of hosts shall be
exalted in judgment, and God that
is holy shall be sanctified in
righteousness.
17 Then shall the lambs feed after
their manner, and the waste
places of the fat ones shall
strangers eat.
18 Woe unto them that draw
iniquity with cords of vanity, and
sin as it were with a cart rope:
19 That say, Let him make speed,
and hasten his work, that we may
see it: and let the counsel of the
Holy One of Israel draw nigh and
come, that we may know it!

Proverbs 23:29-31
29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath
contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds
without cause? who hath redness of eyes?
30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek
mixed wine.
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it
giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.

Luke 21:34
34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.

Romans 13:13
13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying.

33.. HHeellll hhaatthh eennllaarrggee hheerrsseellff ttoo rreecceeiivvee tthhee wwiicckkeedd,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::1144..

44.. EEvviill wwoorrkkeerrss aanndd pprroouudd mmeenn ccaammee iinnttoo jjuuddggmmeenntt,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::1155,,

1177--2211;;
Proverbs 16:18

18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall.

Proverbs 21:4
4 An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the
wicked, is sin.

Luke 1:52
52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and
exalted them of low degree.

1 John 2:16
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world.

Malachi 4:1
1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.

IIIIII GGoodd’’ss JJuuddggmmeennttss
11.. TThhee LLoorrdd ooff hhoossttss sshhaallll bbee eexxaalltteedd iinn jjuuddggmmeenntt,, IIssaaiiaahh 55::1166;;

RReevveellaattiioonn 2200::1111--1155
1111 AAnndd II ssaaww aa ggrreeaatt wwhhiittee tthhrroonnee,, aanndd hhiimm tthhaatt ssaatt oonn iitt,,
ffrroomm wwhhoossee ffaaccee tthhee eeaarrtthh aanndd tthhee hheeaavveenn fflleedd aawwaayy;; aanndd
tthheerree wwaass ffoouunndd nnoo ppllaaccee ffoorr tthheemm..
1122 AAnndd II ssaaww tthhee ddeeaadd,, ssmmaallll aanndd ggrreeaatt,, ssttaanndd bbeeffoorree GGoodd;;
aanndd tthhee bbooookkss wweerree ooppeenneedd:: aanndd aannootthheerr bbooookk wwaass ooppeenneedd,,
wwhhiicchh iiss tthhee bbooookk ooff lliiffee:: aanndd tthhee ddeeaadd wweerree jjuuddggeedd oouutt ooff
tthhoossee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh wweerree wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee bbooookkss,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo
tthheeiirr wwoorrkkss..
1133 AAnndd tthhee sseeaa ggaavvee uupp tthhee ddeeaadd wwhhiicchh wweerree iinn iitt;; aanndd
ddeeaatthh aanndd hheellll ddeelliivveerreedd uupp tthhee ddeeaadd wwhhiicchh wweerree iinn tthheemm::
aanndd tthheeyy wweerree jjuuddggeedd eevveerryy mmaann aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthheeiirr wwoorrkkss..
1144 AAnndd ddeeaatthh aanndd hheellll wweerree ccaasstt iinnttoo tthhee llaakkee ooff ffiirree.. TThhiiss iiss
tthhee sseeccoonndd ddeeaatthh..
1155 AAnndd wwhhoossooeevveerr wwaass nnoott ffoouunndd wwrriitttteenn iinn tthhee bbooookk ooff lliiffee
wwaass ccaasstt iinnttoo tthhee llaakkee ooff ffiirree..

22.. GGoodd hhaadd aammppllee ccaauussee ffoorr wwhhiicchh ttoo jjuuddggee tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell,,
IIssaaiiaahh 55::2244,, 2255..

33.. GGoodd uusseedd tthhee nnaattiioonnss ffrroomm aaffaarr aass iinnssttrruummeennttss ooff jjuuddggmmeenntt,,
IIssaaiiaahh 55::2266--3300..

NOTES:
""II ccaallll hheeaavveenn aanndd eeaarrtthh ttoo rreeccoorrdd tthhiiss ddaayy aaggaaiinnsstt yyoouu,, tthhaatt II

hhaavvee sseett bbeeffoorree yyoouu lliiffee aanndd ddeeaatthh,, bblleessssiinngg aanndd ccuurrssiinngg::
tthheerreeffoorree cchhoooossee lliiffee,, tthhaatt bbootthh tthhoouu aanndd tthhyy sseeeedd mmaayy lliivvee””

((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 3300::1199)).. TThhee LLoorrdd aaddddrreesssseedd tthhiiss mmeessssaaggee ttoo tthhee

CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell;; bbuutt,, bbeeccaauussee JJeessuuss,, tthhee LLaammbb,, wwaass ““ssllaaiinn ffrroomm
tthhee ffoouunnddaattiioonn ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd,,”” tthhiiss iinncclluuddeess tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff tthhee wwhhoollee
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20 Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!
21 Woe unto them that are wise in
their own eyes, and prudent in
their own sight!
22 Woe unto them that are mighty
to drink wine, and men of strength
to mingle strong drink:
23 Which justify the wicked for
reward, and take away the
righteousness of the righteous
from him!
24 Therefore as the fire devoureth
the stubble, and the flame
consumeth the chaff, so their root
shall be as rottenness, and their
blossom shall go up as dust:
because they have cast away the
law of the LORD of hosts, and
despised the word of the Holy One
of Israel.
25 Therefore is the anger of the
LORD kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his
hand against them, and hath
smitten them: and the hills did
tremble, and their carcases were
torn in the midst of the streets.
For all this his anger is not turned
away, but his hand is stretched
out still.
26 And he will lift up an ensign to
the nations from far, and will hiss
unto them from the end of the
earth: and, behold, they shall
come with speed swiftly:
27 None shall be weary nor
stumble among them; none shall
slumber nor sleep; neither shall
the girdle of their loins be loosed,
nor the latchet of their shoes be
broken:
28 Whose arrows are sharp, and
all their bows bent, their horses'
hoofs shall be counted like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind:
29 Their roaring shall be like a lion,
they shall roar like young lions:
yea, they shall roar, and lay hold

wwoorrlldd.. TThhee wwaayy iinnttoo HHeeaavveenn iiss ooppeenn uunnttoo aallll.. AAss tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff
IIssrraaeell wweerree rreeqquuiirreedd ttoo mmaakkee aann iinnddiivviidduuaall cchhooiiccee wwhheetthheerr ttoo

sseerrvvee GGoodd oorr nnoott ttoo sseerrvvee HHiimm,, ssoo eeaacchh iinnddiivviidduuaall mmuusstt ddeecciiddee ffoorr
hhiimmsseellff wwhheetthheerr hhee cchhoooosseess eetteerrnnaall lliiffee oorr eetteerrnnaall ddeeaatthh.. TThhee

mmaann wwhhoo wwaannttss ttoo lliivvee tthhrroouugghhoouutt eetteerrnniittyy iinn GGoodd’’ss HHeeaavveenn mmuusstt

sseeeekk GGoodd’’ss ssaallvvaattiioonn aanndd lliivvee aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo GGoodd’’ss WWoorrdd wwhhiillee oonn
eeaarrtthh.. EEaacchh mmaann tthhuuss bbeeccoommeess tthhee aarrcchhiitteecctt ooff hhiiss oowwnn eetteerrnnaall

ddeessttiinnyy..
TThhee LLoorrdd’’ss VViinneeyyaarrdd

““NNooww wwiillll II ssiinngg ttoo mmyy wweellllbbeelloovveedd aa ssoonngg ooff mmyy bbeelloovveedd

ttoouucchhiinngg hhiiss vviinneeyyaarrdd.. MMyy wweellllbbeelloovveedd hhaatthh aa vviinneeyyaarrdd iinn aa vveerryy
ffrruuiittffuull hhiillll”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 55::11)).. TThhee vveerryy ffrruuiittffuull hhiillll wwaass nnoonnee ootthheerr tthhaann

CCaannaaaann,, tthhee PPrroommiisseedd LLaanndd ggiivveenn ttoo tthhee IIssrraaeelliittee ssllaavveess wwhhoomm
GGoodd hhaadd ffrreeeedd ffrroomm tthhee ccrruueell iirroonn yyookkee ooff tthhee EEggyyppttiiaannss.. TThhee

ssttoonneess,, tthhee hheeaatthheenn iiddoollaattrroouuss ttrriibbeess iinn CCaannaaaann bbeeffoorree tthhee
CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell ccaammee,, wweerree cceerrttaaiinnllyy rreemmoovveedd tthhrroouugghh tthhee

ppoowweerr ooff GGoodd aass tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell ttooookk uupp tthheeiirr ppoosssseessssiioonn..

AAnnyy ooff tthhee hheeaatthheenn wwhhoo rreemmaaiinneedd iinn tthhee llaanndd tthhaatt GGoodd ggaavvee ttoo
IIssrraaeell wweerree tthheerree bbeeccaauussee tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell ffaaiilleedd iinn tthheeiirr ppaarrtt

ttoo ddoo aanndd kkeeeepp tthhee wwhhoollee ooff GGoodd’’ss ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss..
TThhee LLoorrdd ffeenncceedd HHiiss vviinneeyyaarrddss wwiitthh TTrruutthh,, ttoo kkeeeepp tthhee hheeaatthheenn

nnaattiioonnss ffrroomm oovveerrrruunnnniinngg HHiiss tteennddeerr ppllaannttiinnggss.. ““IItt sshhaallll ccoommee ttoo

ppaassss,, iiff tthhoouu sshhaalltt hheeaarrkkeenn ddiilliiggeennttllyy uunnttoo tthhee vvooiiccee ooff tthhee LLOORRDD
tthhyy GGoodd,, ttoo oobbsseerrvvee aanndd ttoo ddoo aallll hhiiss ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss wwhhiicchh II

ccoommmmaanndd tthheeee tthhiiss ddaayy,, tthhaatt tthhee LLOORRDD tthhyy GGoodd wwiillll sseett tthheeee oonn
hhiigghh aabboovvee aallll nnaattiioonnss ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh:: .. .. .. TThhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll ccaauussee

tthhiinnee eenneemmiieess tthhaatt rriissee uupp aaggaaiinnsstt tthheeee ttoo bbee ssmmiitttteenn bbeeffoorree tthhyy
ffaaccee:: tthheeyy sshhaallll ccoommee oouutt aaggaaiinnsstt tthheeee oonn wwaayy,, aanndd fflleeee bbeeffoorree

tthheeee sseevveenn wwaayyss”” ((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 2288::11,, 77))..

AA ttoowweerr wwaass bbuuiilltt iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt ooff tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss vviinneeyyaarrdd.. TThhee
ttoowweerrss ooff tthhoossee eeaarrllyy ddaayyss wweerree bbuuiilltt aass aa ppllaaccee ooff ssaaffeettyy iinn ttiimmee

ooff wwaarr oorr ddaannggeerr.. TThheeyy wweerree bbuuiilltt hhiigghh ssoo tthhaatt aa wwaattcchhmmaann
ppllaacceedd oonn tthhee ttoowweerr’’ss ssuummmmiitt mmiigghhtt sseeee eenneemmiieess aapppprrooaacchhiinngg..

TThhee ttoowweerrss wweerree bbuuiilltt ssttrroonngg aanndd sseeccuurree ttoo wwaarrdd ooffff tthhee aattttaacckkss

ooff tthhee eenneemmyy wwhheenn hhee ttrriieedd ttoo oovveerrccoommee tthhee oowwnneerr ooff tthhee
vviinneeyyaarrdd.. TThhee cciittyy ooff JJeerruussaalleemm aanndd tthhee TTeemmppllee ooff tthhee LLoorrdd

bbeeccaammee aa ppllaaccee ooff ggrreeaatt ssaaffeettyy ttoo tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell,,
eessppeecciiaallllyy dduurriinngg tthhee ttiimmeess wwhheenn tthheeyy sseerrvveedd tthhee LLoorrdd wwiitthh aallll

tthheeiirr heart, soul, and strength. (Isaiah 37:14-23
14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the
messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of
the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15 And Hezekiah
prayed unto the LORD, saying, 16 O LORD of hosts, God of Israel,
that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven
and earth. 17 Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine
eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib,
which hath sent to reproach the living God. 18 Of a truth, LORD,
the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their
countries, 19 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were
no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore
they have destroyed them. 20 Now therefore, O LORD our God,
save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may
know that thou art the LORD, even thou only. 21 Then Isaiah the
son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD
God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria: 22 This is the word which the LORD
hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion,
hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of
Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 23 Whom hast thou
reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou
exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against
the Holy One of Israel.
Isaiah 37:33-36 33 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning
the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an
arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank
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of the prey, and shall carry it away
safe, and none shall deliver it.
30 And in that day they shall roar
against them like the roaring of
the sea: and if one look unto the
land, behold darkness and sorrow,
and the light is darkened in the
heavens thereof.

against it. 34 By the way that he came, by the same shall he
return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 35 For I
will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my
servant David's sake. 36 Then the angel of the LORD went forth,
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore
and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning,

behold, they were all dead corpses))..

TThhee LLoorrdd ttoolldd tthhee hhoouussee ooff IIssrraaeell tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree HHiiss vviinneeyyaarrdd ––
tthhaatt tthhee mmeenn ooff JJuuddaahh wweerree GGoodd’’ss pplleeaassaanntt ppllaanntt.. TThhee LLoorrdd hhaadd aa

rriigghhtt ttoo eexxppeecctt aa ffrruuiittffuull hhaarrvveesstt ffrroomm HHiiss eennddeeaavvoouurrss,, aanndd hhaadd
tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell sseerrvveedd GGoodd ffaaiitthhffuullllyy ssuucchh aa hhaarrvveesstt wwoouulldd

hhaavvee bbeeeenn ffoorrtthhccoommiinngg.. ““TThhoossee tthhaatt bbee ppllaanntteedd iinn tthhee hhoouussee ooff

tthhee LLOORRDD sshhaallll fflloouurriisshh iinn tthhee ccoouurrttss ooff oouurr GGoodd.. TThheeyy sshhaallll ssttiillll
bbrriinngg ffoorrtthh ffrruuiitt iinn oolldd aaggee”” ((PPssaallmm 9933::1133,, 1144)).. TThheerree wwaass nnootthhiinngg

wwrroonngg wwiitthh GGoodd’’ss ppllaannttiinngg.. ““II hhaadd ppllaanntteedd tthheeee aa nnoobbllee vviinnee,,
wwhhoollllyy aa rriigghhtt sseeeedd..””

SSoonngg ooff JJuuddggmmeenntt
““HHooww tthheenn aarrtt tthhoouu ttuurrnneedd iinnttoo aa ddeeggeenneerraattee ppllaanntt ooff aa

ssttrraannggee vviinnee uunnttoo mmee??”” ((JJeerreemmiiaahh 22::2211)).. IIssaaiiaahh’’ss ssoonngg ooff
jjuuddggmmeenntt ppooiinntteedd oouutt tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd hhaadd ddoonnee eevveerryytthhiinngg

ppoossssiibbllee ttoo mmaakkee HHiiss vviinneeyyaarrdd aa ffrruuiittffuull oonnee;; bbuutt wwhheenn hhee ssoouugghhtt
tthhee hhaarrvveesstt,, HHee ffoouunndd tthhaatt tthhee vviinneeyyaarrdd hhaadd bbrroouugghhtt ffoorrtthh oonnllyy

wwiilldd ggrraappeess.. TThhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell,, aass aa wwhhoollee,, rreeffuusseedd ttoo sseerrvvee

GGoodd.. SSeeeemmiinnggllyy tthheeyy pprreeffeerrrreedd ttoo ttrriiffllee wwiitthh ssiinn aanndd iiddoollaattrryy,, oonnllyy
ttoo ffaaccee aa jjuussttllyy aannggrryy GGoodd iinn jjuuddggmmeenntt.. TThhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell

kknneeww tthhaatt HHeeaavveenn aawwaaiitteedd tthhoossee wwhhoo ffaaiitthhffuullllyy sseerrvvee GGoodd oonn
eeaarrtthh,, aanndd tthheeyy lliikkeewwiissee kknneeww tthhaatt hheellll wwaass tthhee uunnaavvooiiddaabbllee eenndd

ooff aann uunnffaaiitthhffuull,, ssiinnffuull lliiffee;; yyeett mmoosstt ooff tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess cchhoossee ttoo

ccoonnttiinnuuee iinn ssiinn.. CCaann aannyyoonnee iimmaaggiinnee aa mmoorree uunnwwiissee cchhooiiccee??
WWhhaatt wwaass ttoo bbee ddoonnee ttoo tthhee uunnffrruuiittffuull vviinneeyyaarrdd?? TThhee LLoorrdd

ffoorreettoolldd tthhaatt tthhee pprrootteeccttiivvee hheeddggee wwoouulldd bbee rreemmoovveedd,, aanndd tthhee
vviinneeyyaarrdd wwoouulldd bbee eeaatteenn –– tthhee wwaallll wwoouulldd bbee bbrrookkeenn ddoowwnn,, aanndd

tthhee vviinneeyyaarrdd ttrraammpplleedd.. TThhee bblleessssiinnggss ooff tthhee LLoorrdd wweerree rreemmoovveedd
ffrroomm tthhee nnaattiioonn ooff IIssrraaeell aanndd tthheeyy wweerree ssoooonn ssccaatttteerreedd ttoo tthhee ffoouurr

ccoorrnneerrss ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh.. TThhee LLoorrdd wwiitthhhheelldd tthhee rraaiinnss ffrroomm tthhee llaanndd,,

aanndd ssoooonn tthhee bbeeaauuttiiffuull ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee bbeeccaammee aa ppaarrcchheedd wwiillddeerrnneessss..
TThhee pplleeaassaanntt ppllaanntt ooff tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss ffrruuiittffuull hhiillll bbeeccaammee aann

eexxcceeeeddiinnggllyy ddrryy ttrreeee;; aanndd,, wweerree iitt nnoott ffoorr tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss mmeerrccyy aanndd
ccoovveennaanntt,, tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell wwoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeccoommee eexxttiinncctt..

TThhrroouugghh tthhee pprroopphheett,, GGoodd mmeennttiioonneedd aa ffeeww ooff tthhee ssiinnss ooff wwhhiicchh

tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell wweerree gguuiillttyy,, aanndd eevveenn tthhee mmoosstt sseevveerree ccrriittiicc
wwoouulldd hhaavvee ttoo aaddmmiitt tthhaatt GGoodd hhaadd aa rreeaassoonn ffoorr eexxeeccuuttiinngg HHiiss

sseevveerree jjuuddggmmeennttss aaggaaiinnsstt tthhiiss uunnggooddllyy ppeeooppllee..

CChhaannggiinngg SScceenneess

TThhee wwoorrdd ppiiccttuurree tthhaatt tthhee pprroopphheett aatt tthhiiss ttiimmee ggaavvee ooff tthhee
CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell iiss aa vveerryy ggrriimm ddeessccrriippttiioonn ttoo rreeaadd oorr hheeaarr..

WWoouulldd GGoodd tthhaatt tthhiiss oonnee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff ssiinn hhaadd bbeeeenn ssuuffffiicciieenntt ttoo
wwaarrnn aallll ssiinnnneerrss ttoo fflleeee ffrroomm tthhee wwrraatthh ooff tthhee AAllmmiigghhttyy aanndd ttuurrnn ttoo

ssiinncceerreellyy sseerrvvee tthhee ttrruuee aanndd lliivviinngg GGoodd..
CChhaannggee tthhee ttiittllee ooff tthhee ppiiccttuurree ffrroomm tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess ttoo GGeennttiilleess,,

aanndd ttooddaayy’’ss sscceennee wwoouulldd bbee vveerryy mmuucchh tthhee ssaammee.. UUnnddeerr tthhee

DDiissppeennssaattiioonn ooff GGrraaccee,, tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd hhaass bbeeeenn ddiirreecctteedd llaarrggeellyy
ttoo tthhee GGeennttiilleess.. TThhee LLoorrdd hhaass mmaaddee eevveerryy pprroovviissiioonn ffoorr tthhee

ssaallvvaattiioonn ooff aallll mmeenn,, bbuutt GGoodd hhaass mmaaddee mmaann aa ffrreeee mmoorraall aaggeenntt,,
ggiivviinngg hhiimm tthhee rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ooff cchhoooossiinngg bbeettwweeeenn eetteerrnnaall lliiffee aanndd

eetteerrnnaall ddeeaatthh.. GGoodd hhaass ddoonnee eevveerryytthhiinngg wwiitthhiinn HHiiss ppoowweerr ttoo bbrriinngg

tthhee cchhiillddrreenn ooff mmeenn ttoo rreeppeennttaannccee;; bbuutt oonn tthhee wwhhoollee tthheeyy aarree ssttiillll
rreejjeeccttiinngg HHiiss ccaallll ooff mmeerrccyy.. TThhee jjuuddggmmeennttss tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd ssppookkee

aaggaaiinnsstt rreebbeelllliioouuss IIssrraaeell wwiillll ccoommee uuppoonn tthhee GGeennttiilleess wwhhoo ffaaiill ttoo
rreeppeenntt ooff ssiinn aanndd rreecceeiivvee tthhee ggrraaccee ooff GGoodd iinnttoo tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss..
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SSeellffiisshhnneessss
TThhee LLoorrdd pprroonnoouunncceedd aa wwooee uuppoonn tthhee ccoovveettoouuss mmeenn ooff IIssrraaeell,,

bbuutt tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff IIssrraaeell’’ss ssiinn ddiidd nnoott eerraaddiiccaattee tthhee ssiinn ffrroomm tthhee
wwoorrlldd.. MMeenn aarree ssttiillll ccoovveettoouuss,, aanndd GGoodd iiss jjuusstt aass mmuucchh ggrriieevveedd

wwiitthh tthhiiss ssiinn aass eevveerr.. JJeessuuss ttoolldd HHiiss aauuddiieennccee:: ““TTaakkee hheeeedd,, aanndd

bbeewwaarree ooff ccoovveettoouussnneessss:: ffoorr aa mmaann’’ss lliiffee ccoonnssiisstteetthh nnoott iinn tthhee
aabbuunnddaannccee ooff tthhee tthhiinnggss wwhhiicchh hhee ppoosssseesssseetthh”” ((LLuukkee 1122::1155)).. TThhee

wwoorrlldd ssoo oofftteenn mmeeaassuurreess ssuucccceessss mmeerreellyy bbyy wwoorrllddllyy ppoosssseessssiioonnss
aanndd aacchhiieevveemmeenntt,, bbuutt GGoodd mmeeaassuurreess tthhee ssuucccceessss ooff aa mmaann bbyy

ssppiirriittuuaall ppoosssseessssiioonnss aanndd aattttaaiinnmmeennttss.. TThheerree iiss aa vvaasstt ddiiffffeerreennccee..

AAnnootthheerr ssiinn ooff sseellffiisshhnneessss tthhaatt tthhee LLoorrdd ccoonnddeemmnnss ttooddaayy,, aass
wweellll aass iinn IIssrraaeell’’ss ddaayy,, iiss tthhee ssiinn ooff ddrruunnkkeennnneessss.. SSttaattiissttiiccss sshhooww

tthhaatt bbiilllliioonnss ooff NNaaiirraa aa yyeeaarr iiss ssppeenntt oonn aallccoohhoolliicc bbeevveerraaggeess,, bbyy
ppeeooppllee wwhhoo,, iinn tthhee mmaaiinn ppaarrtt,, ccaann iillll aaffffoorrdd ssuucchh pprrooffiittlleessss,,

ddaammaaggiinngg iinndduullggeennccee.. FFaammiilliieess,, lliittttllee cchhiillddrreenn,, ggoo wwiitthhoouutt ffoooodd
aanndd tthhee nneecceessssiittiieess ooff lliiffee bbeeccaauussee tthhee ffaatthheerr oorr mmootthheerr oorr bbootthh

ssppeenndd tthhee ffaammiillyy iinnccoommee oonn lliiqquuoorr aanndd ddeebbaauucchheerryy.. TThheerree aarree

mmiilllliioonnss iiddeennttiiffiieedd aallccoohhoolliiccss iinn NNiiggeerriiaa.. MMiilllliioonnss mmoorree aarree ssoocciiaall
ddrriinnkkeerrss wwhhoossee jjuuddggmmeenntt,, iimmppaaiirreedd bbyy lliiqquuoorr,, ccaauusseess aacccciiddeennttss

rreessuullttiinngg iinn ddeeaatthh ttoo hhuunnddrreeddss oonn oouurr hhiigghhwwaayyss.. TThhee WWoorrdd ooff
GGoodd,, wwhhiicchh nneevveerr ffaaiillss,, ddeeccllaarreess tthhee ffaattee ooff ddrruunnkkaarrddss:: ““MMuurrddeerrss,,

ddrruunnkkeennnneessss,, rreevveelllliinnggss,, aanndd ssuucchh lliikkee:: ooff wwhhiicchh II tteellll yyoouu bbeeffoorree,,

aass II hhaavvee aallssoo ttoolldd yyoouu iinn ttiimmee ppaasstt,, tthhaatt tthheeyy wwhhiicchh ddoo ssuucchh
tthhiinnggss sshhaallll nnoott iinnhheerriitt tthhee kkiinnggddoomm ooff GGoodd”” ((GGaallaattiiaannss 55::2211))..

EEnnllaarrggeemmeenntt ooff HHeellll

SSoo ggrreeaatt iiss tthhee wwiicckkeeddnneessss ooff mmaann,, aanndd ssoo wwiiddeesspprreeaadd,, tthhaatt
GGoodd ssppookkee ttoo tthhee pprroopphheett:: ““HHeellll hhaatthh eennllaarrggeedd hheerrsseellff,, aanndd

ooppeenneedd hheerr mmoouutthh wwiitthhoouutt mmeeaassuurree:: aanndd tthheeiirr gglloorryy,, aanndd tthheeiirr

mmuullttiittuuddee,, aanndd tthheeiirr ppuummpp,, aanndd hhee tthhaatt rreejjooiicceetthh,, sshhaallll ddeesscceenndd
iinnttoo iitt”” ((IIssaaiiaahh 55::1144)).. HHeellll wwaass nnoott oorriiggiinnaallllyy ddeessiiggnneedd ffoorr mmaann,,

bbuutt iitt wwaass pprreeppaarreedd ““ffoorr tthhee ddeevviill aanndd hhiiss aannggeellss”” ((MMaatthheeww 2255::4411))..
IItt hhaass bbeeeenn ssaaiidd,, hhoowweevveerr,, tthhaatt tthhee mmaann wwhhoo iinnssiissttss uuppoonn lliivviinngg

lliikkee tthhee ddeevviill lliivveess wwiillll hhaavvee ttoo bbee ccoonntteenntt wwiitthh tthhee wwaaggeess wwhhiicchh

tthhee ddeevviill ppaayyss.. ““TThhee wwaaggeess ooff ssiinn iiss ddeeaatthh”” ((RRoommaannss 66::2233)).. ““TThhee
ffeeaarrffuull,, aanndd uunnbbeelliieevviinngg,, aanndd tthhee aabboommiinnaabbllee,, aanndd mmuurrddeerreerrss,, aanndd

wwhhoorreemmoonnggeerrss,, aanndd ssoorrcceerreerrss,, aanndd iiddoollaatteerrss,, aanndd aallll lliiaarrss,, sshhaallll
hhaavvee tthheeiirr ppaarrtt iinn tthhee llaakkee wwhhiicchh bbuurrnneetthh wwiitthh ffiirree aanndd bbrriimmssttoonnee::

wwhhiicchh iiss tthhee sseeccoonndd ddeeaatthh”” ((RReevveellaattiioonn 2211::88))..

TThhee ccoouunntteerrppaarrtt ooff IIssrraaeell’’ss ssiinnss ccaann ppllaaiinnllyy bbee sseeeenn aammoonngg
mmeenn ttooddaayy.. JJuusstt aass ssuurreellyy aass GGoodd jjuuddggeedd IIssrraaeell’’ss ssiinnss,, HHee wwiillll

jjuuddggee tthhee ssiinnss iinn tthhee hheeaarrtt aanndd lliiffee ooff eevveerryy ssiinnffuull GGeennttiillee.. ““TThhuuss
wwiillll II ddoo uunnttoo tthheeee,, OO IIssrraaeell:: aanndd bbeeccaauussee II wwiillll ddoo tthhiiss uunnttoo tthheeee,,

pprreeppaarree ttoo mmeeeett tthhyy GGoodd”” ((AAmmooss 44::1122)).. AAggaaiinn tthhee LLoorrdd iiss ssaayyiinngg
ttoo aallll:: ““CChhoooossee lliiffee,, tthhaatt bbootthh tthhoouu aanndd tthhyy sseeeedd mmaayy lliivvee””

((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 3300::1199))..

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhoo wwaass tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss vviinneeyyaarrdd??

22.. IInn wwhhaatt wwaayy ddiidd tthhee LLoorrdd pprrootteecctt HHiiss vviinneeyyaarrdd??
33.. WWhhaatt ccoorrrreessppoonnddeedd ttoo tthhee ttoowweerr tthhaatt tthhee pprroopphheett ddeessccrriibbeedd??

44.. WWhhaatt ddiidd tthhee LLoorrdd ffiinndd wwhheenn HHee llooookkeedd ffoorr ffrruuiitt iinn HHiiss

vviinneeyyaarrdd??
55.. WWhhaatt hhaappppeenneedd ttoo tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss vviinneeyyaarrdd?? WWhhyy??

66.. IInn wwhhaatt wwaayy wwaass IIssrraaeell’’ss ccoovveettoouussnneessss ppuunniisshheedd??
77.. WWhhaatt ddooeess tthhee LLoorrdd ssaayy aabboouutt ddrruunnkkeennnneessss??

8. Why has hell enlarged herself?


